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formal, and not merely implicit, recognition of the Republic
and pledge of support to the Stresemann policy. There is no
hint anywhere of any desire to get anything done; no attempt to
put coalition government on anything but the old fragile rickety
basis; never any appreciation of the fact that the conversion—for
here it is true to speak of conversion in the political sense—of
the sober wing of the Nationalist leadership was a political event
of the first magnitude and changed the whole political situation;
no attempt to relate the decision to the situation of the country
and to the state of public opinion. The party executives negotiated
with the same enthusiasm, the same hard bargaining, the same
insistence on personalities^ and in the same isolation as any tiny
provincial golf club, as if their decisions had no reference to
anything or anybody except themselves. They were charged to
produce a government on certain conditions; they had produced
it, and they saw no reason for anyone to criticize them for not
doing something else. A more perfect example of the usurpation
of power by the party committee would be hard to find.
The result satisfied them perfectly; indeed they regarded it
as a masterpiece and as proof at once of their acumen and indispen-
sability. Now take the reactions to it of the Republic's one great
political mind—although he knew less about political theory than
many of his competitors for the title—Stresemann. There were
few politicians less convinced than he either of the acumen or
the indispensability of the party committees; no one had raged
more bitterly than he against the tyranny of the parties when
they put obstacles in his way, and his rage was all the more
impressive as there were few better party men in Germany.
The significance of the Nationalist decision to the system he
seems hardly to have considered. To him everything was still
referred to the foreign political issue. Instead of that decision
appearing the starting-point at least for fresh investigation, he
regarded it as the end of a chapter which he hoped devoutly
would have no sequel—the chapter of open unscrupulous resis-
tance to his policy. But he saw in it no "conversion"; he saw only
the attempt to continue the party tyranny by other methods,
a party political manoeuvre, a Junker trick. But this time the

